
Student Success Starts  
with Your Support

2024 – 2025 ANNUAL REPORT
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Dear Friends,
On behalf of the San Carlos Education Foundation, we extend our heartfelt appreciation for your  
continued partnership and generous support. Your ongoing commitment to our mission sustains  
the excellence of San Carlos schools and ensures that every student has access to rich and 
well-rounded educational experiences.

Because of your generosity, essential programs such as Music, Art, Physical Education, Library  
Services, Counseling, STEM, and PTA-sponsored activities remain a vital part of our district. These  
programs continue to inspire creativity, curiosity, and confidence in students across all grade levels.

We are proud to share that our community’s dedication to public education remains as strong as ever. 
San Carlos families continue to demonstrate remarkable generosity, enabling SCEF to grant nearly 
$3.3 million this year to support district and school programs. This achievement reflects not only  
financial contributions but also the deep belief our community holds in the value of quality education.

As we look toward the year ahead, we are energized by the continued collaboration among families, 
educators, and community members who make our shared success possible. Your participation—
through donations, workplace giving, stock gifts, and involvement in SCEF events—remains critical  
in helping us reach our goals and plan for the future with confidence.

We also wish to recognize our dedicated board members and SCEF staff for their leadership and 
steadfast commitment. Their collective effort ensures that our foundation continues to thrive and  
that every dollar entrusted to us is used strategically and responsibly.

Finally, to all who contribute to the SCEF community, thank you for your trust, generosity, and  
belief in our mission. Together, we are building lasting opportunities for San Carlos students and  
ensuring our schools remain strong for generations to come.

With Gratitude,

Kathy Parmer-Lohan 
Executive Director

Melissa Schmidt 
President	

Your Donation Supports:

Supporting the Whole Child.  
Every Day. In Every Way.
Since its founding in 1982, the San Carlos Education Foundation (SCEF) has contributed more 
than $49 million to our local public schools, bridging the gap between what the state provides  
and a well-rounded education for all students. Your donations to SCEF help San Carlos public 
schools provide a whole-child education for all students. We work in partnership with parents and 
the community to support additional educator positions, and innovative and core programs that 
are vital to an exceptional education.

STEM and Project- 
Based Learning 
Your investment ensures 
that our children have 
access to supplies &  
materials to support critical 
thinking and innovation.

 
Music Programs
We are proud to  
support music, band  
and orchestra classes.  

 
Your School PTA
Your donation funds  
every school PTA, which 
supports classroom  
supplies, art programs, 
community gatherings, 
teacher appreciation  
and more.

Art, Science  
& Innovation
Your donation supports  
art programs, science 
kits and electives. 

Emotional Health  
& Wellness
Your contribution  
ensures our children 
have counselors who 
offer guidance and 
support.

Library & Literacy
Libraries are places 
for reading, gathering, 
research, studying  
and reflection. Your  
donation helps keep 
libraries open for all 
students.

Why do we need an Education Foundation in San Carlos? 
Public school funding has not kept pace  
with  inflation. Your donations to SCEF help 
provide supplemental resources needed to 
protect the high-quality education students 
deserve. The chart on the right shows public 
funding in white and local support from  
SCEF, the Sequoia Health Care District and 
local parcel taxes in purple.  Learn more on 
our website: scefkids.org/why-the-need
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Source: San Carlos School District and San Carlos Charter

3,238
STUDENTS BENEFITED FROM  
YOUR DONATIONS 

$3,300,221 
GRANTED TO SUPPORT SCHOOLS IN  
2024-2025 SCHOOL YEAR

$752,430   
PROVIDED VIA EMPLOYER MATCHING GIFTS

$383,582     
GRANTED TO SEVEN SCHOOL PTAs

Working together, the San Carlos school 

community raises funds to ensure that 

students have access to programs not 

possible with government funding alone.  

From music to art, technology to mental 

health supports, San Carlos students  

benefit from your generosity.

After the passage of Proposition 13 in 1978, 

many local communities formed Education 

Foundations to bridge the gap between the 

resulting funding model for public schools 

and the needs of students. The San Carlos 

Education Foundation was founded in  

1982 by parents who were concerned 

about the impact of budget cuts on school 

programs. Today, 43 years after it was  

established, SCEF continues this important 

work and, because of your generous  

donations, contributes nearly 5% of the 

School District/SCC annual budget.

Support for  
Our Schools

Support to SCSD, SCC & PTAs 	  
in 2024–2025	 $	3,300,221 

Educators at our Small  
Neighborhood Schools	  $	 682,931 

Elementary PE & Middle School  
After School Sports 	  $	 487,539 

SCSD School PTAs & SCC Joint Ask		  $	 462,580 

Social Emotional Learning  
and Counseling		 $	 432,043 

Music Program, Seminars  
& Electives	  $	 406,277 

Tech Associates, Devices, Learning 
 Applications & Library Services	  $	 402,161 

Principal Flex Funds for School  
Site Needs & Field Trips		 $	 272,991 

STEM & Project Based  
Learning Support	  $	 153,699 

Your contribution to the San Carlos Education  
Foundation provides vital funding that helps our 
schools provide a well-rounded education for  
every student. Funds raised in the current school  
year are granted to fund programs and educators  
in the following school year.

Our audited financial statement for the year ended June 30, 2024 is available on our website scefkids.org. Fiscal Year 2025 numbers presented here are 
for information purposes. Once our audit for fiscal year 2025 is complete, it will be posted to our website. Our foundation manages its operations using 
a net proceeds model, in which we view revenues net of direct expenses. As such, costs for special events are deducted from the associated revenues. 
Therefore, revenues and costs under US Generally Accepted Accounting Principles will differ from those presented herein.

Since 2008 more than $1,051,000 has been distributed  
to the San Carlos School District and San Carlos Charter 
from the SCEF endowment fund. As of June 30,2025,  
the balance of the endowment fund was $4,293,290.  
A distribution of $100,000 was taken in fiscal year 2024. 
For information regarding the SCEF endowment, visit  
our website or contact Kathy Parmer-Lohan, Executive 
Director at kathy@scefkids.org

Financial  
Performance

Support & Revenue 	  
2024–2025 

Annual Fund	  

	 Annual Fund Donations	 $	 1,923,743 

	 Employer Matching Donations	 $	 752,430 

	 Restricted Grants	 $	 268,337 

Total Annual Fund	 $	2,944,510 

Fundraising & Community Events (net)	 $	 680,855 

Total Support & Revenue	 $	3,625,365 

		

Program Expenses — Grants for use in 2024–25	

Grants to School PTAs    	 $	 382,582 

Grant to San Carlos School District	 $	 2,492,641  

Grant to San Carlos Charter	 $	 424,998 

Total Program Expenses	 $	 3,300,221 

		

Operating Expenses	  	  

Administrative	 $	 228,598 

Fundraising	 $	 165,952 

Total Operating Expenses	 $	 394,550 

Total Expenses	 $	 3,694,771  

Source: San Carlos Education Foundation	
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Use of SCEF PTA Allocation for  
Seven School PTAs 2024–25

Use of SCEF Grant Funds 2024-25

Educators at our Small Neighborhood Schools

Elementary PE & Middle School After School Sports 

SCSD School PTAs & SCC Joint Ask

Social Emotional Learning and Counseling

Music Program, Seminars & Electives

Tech Associates, Devices, Learning Applications  
& Library Services

Principal Flex Funds for School Site Needs & Field Trips

 STEM & Project-Based Learning Support

Teacher Grants and Staff Appreciation

Programs, Community Building, and Events

Library and Arts 

Principal, School, and Admin Support

SCEF Gala

Orchestra SCC Derby DayElementary School Music

STEM SuppliesLego Robotics SCC Chili Cook-Off

Lunar New Year Are You Smarter than a 5th Grader?Diwali

West African Drum and  
Dance AssemblyPTA Glow Dance

Band PTA Fun Run Heritage Day Art in Action SCEF Read-A-Thon Library Services
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Leaving a  
Legacy 

Jack Fisher was a dedicated San Carlos 
resident who actively participated in 
many community activities. Through 
his estate, he left a generous bequest 
supporting several local nonprofits, 
including the San Carlos Education 
Foundation. We are deeply grateful for 
his generosity and for leaving alasting 
legacy that will support San Carlos 
students for years to come. Make a 
difference that lasts beyond a lifetime. 

By including The San Carlos  
Educational Foundation in your estate 
plans, you help secure a brighter future 
for our community. Tax ID 94-2842712

Donor Roll 2024–2025

 

 

 

 

  
  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

 

 

  

Donors whose combined giving exceeded $5,000 in 2024–25 qualified  
for Leadership Circle membership. Their support is critical to our  
ability to meet the fundraising goal each year. We are grateful for the 
generous support of leadership circle members. To learn more, go to 
scefkids.org/leadership-circle. 

The San Carlos Education Foundation is deeply grateful to the following families, individuals, grandparents,  
community members, and businesses for their generous gifts received from July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025. 
This donor roll includes donations to our Annual Giving Campaign, Fund-A-Need, Read-A-Thon, Endowment, 
and auction/event purchases. 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

 

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

 
 

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

Leadership Circle

DONOR ROLL LEGEND

Individuals in bold secured a  
matching gift for SCEF

* These businesses made a  
matching gift to SCEF

Please visit scefkids.org/shop-local 
for a list of all businesses that 
provided in-kind donations to SCEF.
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Honorary  
Service Awards
Congratulations to the 2025 SCEF  

Honorary Service Award Recipients!  

The service awards are presented  

to volunteers who have gone above  

and beyond in their support of  

San Carlos public schools.

Cathy & Eric von der Porten Stewardship 
Award: Chickens‘ Ball Volunteers

Carrie DuBois Spirit Award Recipient:  
Karla Donohoe

Mark Olbert Service Award Recipient:   
Corbie Kiernan

Greg St. Claire Business Sponsor Award  
Recipient: Christie’s-Sereno Real Estate

PICTURED ABOVE:

Kathy Parmer-Lohan, SCEF Executive Director

Karla Donohoe, former SCEF President

Mona Klein, representing Chickens’ Ball

Alana Corso and Laura Bertolacci,  
	  representing Christie’s-Sereno

Corbie Kiernan, SCEF Board Member

Melissa Schmidt, SCEF President
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At Heckenberg Realty, we invest in San Carlos schools because strong schools 
build strong communities. Through SCEF, we give back — donating a portion of 
every referred transaction to support local education. 

Let’s work together to strengthen our community — one home at a time.

PROUD SUPPORTER OF SAN CARLOS SCHOOLS



14 15

  

  

 

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

 

  

 

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

 

  

 

  

  

  

SCEF Board 
of Directors, 
2024–2025
SCEF is led by an all-volunteer board  
of parents supported by a small staff.  
Thank you to these dedicated individuals 
who led the organization in the  
2024–2025 school year. 

Questions? Comments? We are always 
interested to hear from you. Please  
contact us at president@scefkids.org

Melissa Schmidt — President

Katy Mossawir — Treasurer

Theresa McDermit — Secretary

Debbie Blucher — VP, Events

Dan Fridman — VP, Business Sponsorship

Sheila Brar & Jennie Romeo — Co-VP, School Reps

Amy Kim — VP, Stewardship

Jessie Myers — VP, Marketing

Annie Wilson & Kristen Carlson —  
	 Co-VP, Leadership Circle 

Carla Leibowitz & Brenda Fridman—  
	 Co-VP, Workplace Giving 

Paige Scott — Audit Chair

Pat Phillips — Investment Committee Chair

 
SCEF SCHOOL REPS
Chez Rueda & Trisha Lebus —  
	 Arroyo Upper Elementary Co-Reps

Ellen Shin Lacey & Tiffany Black —  
	 Arundel Elementary Co-Reps

Brandi Corbin & Erica Miller —  
	 Brittan Acres Elementary Co-Reps

Debbie Blucher — Central Middle School

Katherine Sherman, Blake Jacquot & Jie Jacquot — 	
	 Charter Learning Center Co-Reps

Kiersten Daniel Baca & Michalle Choy —  
	 Heather Elementary Co-Reps

Madhura Kumar Vinay —  
	 Mariposa Upper Elementary 

Katherine Sherman — San Carlos Charter

Jessica Myers, Preeti Chinnan & Vikas Chinnan — 	
	 Tierra Linda Co-Reps

Regan Parker & Alexandra Pavlidakis —  
	 White Oaks Elementary Co-Reps

 
STAFF	
Kathy Parmer-Lohan — Executive Director

Scott Cleaveland — Operations Manager

Christopher Kashap — Events Operations 

Joanne Chow — Bookkeeper 
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Auction In-Kind Donors 2024-2025
Our auctions would not be possible without the generous support of businesses and families who donate items to our events.  
Our auctions allow donors to contribute to San Carlos schools while gaining an experience, activity, good or service in return.   
We are grateful to everyone on this list for their contribution.
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This annual report is printed on post-consumer, recycled paper. SCEF thanks Wendy Wood for the design and production of this annual report. 
By donating her professional services, we are able to produce this report without incurring additional expense.

Platinum Sponsors — $10,000 & above 

Emerald Sponsors — $25,000 & above 

Hats Off to Our Business Sponsors!
The support of local businesses is key to the growth of SCEF. We are grateful to these companies  
that have demonstrated their steadfast commitment to San Carlos public schools. Many businesses 
support SCEF by becoming cash sponsors, donating in-kind services or providing items to our auctions. 
Check out our Shopping Directory at scefkids.org/shop-local.  
 

A P A R T M E N T 
C O M M U N I T I E S 

Gold Sponsors — $7,500 & above

Even though we’re 6 feet apart, 
we’re all in this together.

Silver Sponsors — $5,000 & above

se
rving the public since 1903

emergency services availa
ble

 

Bronze Sponsors — $2,500 & above

Supporter Sponsors — $1,000 & above

A+ Japanese
Bio 1 Holdings
Certus Wealth Management
DB Electric 

Good City Co.
German Motorworks
Harvest Furniture
Peninsula Chemical Company

Recology 
Val Vandervort & Liz McGee Min,  
   Veritas Homes

Special Thanks

We appreciate the Business Supporters who supported the Foundation in 2024–25. 
Please thank them when you shop for goods or services.



San Carlos Education Foundation
P.O. Box 1214
San Carlos, CA 94070

Special 
Events

Workplace 
Giving

Stocks & 
Donor-Advised 
Funds

Donate Online 
or by Check

Thank You for Your Continued Generosity  
and Support of Our Schools!

Visit scefkids.org/ways-to-give to ensure a well-rounded  
education for every child, every day in every classroom. 


